MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT  FOR  1898. 


To  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  City  of  Wells. 

9th  January,  1899. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  instruc¬ 
tions  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Lias  and  Limestone  abundant  in  the  hilly  regions,  beds  of  Red  Marl  and 
Gravel  at  lower  levels. 

Trading  and  Agricultural  for  the  most  part.  Large  Paper  Mills  close  by 
employ  numerous  hands ;  the  manufacture  of  Brushes  is  also  carried  on  within 
the  City. 

Abundance  of  Water  at  all  seasons  is  supplied  by  the  Water  Company  at  a 
pressure  of  about  100  lbs.  to  the  square  inch.  It  is  well  stored  and  of  great 
purity,  as  the  following  extracts  from  a  recent  analysis  made  by  Mr.  Stoddart, 
the  Public  Analyst  for  Bristol  will  show.  “  The  results  obtained  are  satisfactory 
in  the  highest  degree,  the  four  Samples  were  identical  in  composition,  and 
exceptionally  free  from  indications  of  organic  pollution.  In  my  experience  it  is 
extremely  rare  to  find  water  yielding  no  observable  trace  of  albuminoid  Ammonia, 
this  is  the  case  with  all  your  samples  ;  in  all  other  respects  the  samples  are  quite 
beyond  reproach.” 

The  public  drains  are  efficient  and  freely  ventilated  by  shafts  carried  up 
to  the  roofs  of  houses,  and  other  buildings. 

The  Septic  Tank  is  the  system  which  has  been  decided  on  by  the  Council, 
and  new  works  are  to  be  erected  on  the  old  site  when  the  necessary  sanction  has 
been  obtained. 

Ashes,  and  other  house  refuse  removed  daily  by  carts,  and  conveyed  to  the 
Sewage  farm.  The  Authority  are  making  arrangements  for  carrying  out  this 
important  work  by  their  own  servants,  which  I  am  convinced  will  be  a  great 
improvement  on  the  old  system  of  contract. 

I  have  previously  reported  the  small  two  roomed  building  as  inadequate  and 
unsuitable,  but  as  yet  nothing  has  been  done  to  enlarge  it,  the  subject  is  again 
being  ventilated  by  the  Council,  and  I  am  not  without  hope  of  some  action  being 
taken  shortly.  No  cases  have  been  sent  there  during  the  year. 

A  Committee  has  been  appointed  to  inspect  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and 
adjacent  land,  with  a  view  to  purchase;  also  to  look  out  for  a  site  on  which  a 
Hospital  or  temporary  buildings  may  be  erected  for  the  isolation  of  Small  Pox 
cases,  and  in  the  meantime  the  Cherry  Orchard  property  is  to  be  retained  for  that 
purpose. 

In  same  condition  as  last  year. 
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Efficient  Disinfectants  are  freely  supplied  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  all 
suitable  cases,  and  arrangements  have  recently  been  made  for  the  disinfection  of 
rooms  by  Formic  Aldehyde  (and  Alformant  Lamps),  under  his  personal  super¬ 
vision. 

Early  in  the  year  in  consequence  of  suspicious  illness  of  some  of  the  inmates 
of  adjacent  houses,  who  derived  their  supply  from  this  source,  I  analysed  samples 
of  drinking  water  taken  from  two  wells  in  Broad  Street,  and  finding  considerable 
charring  and  odour,  as  well  as  excess  of  free  Ammonia,  Chlorine,  Nitrites, 
and  Nitrates,  I  advised  closing  of  the  wells,  which  the  Council  ordered  to  be 
done  forthwith. 

In  one  other  case  in  which  I  found  the  water  slightly  impure  the  owners 
consented  to  the  Company’s  Water  being  supplied  to  four  cottages,  and  are 
going  to  have  all  the  closets  efficiently  flushed  by  it. 

Two  extremely  bad  cases  have  been  dealt  with,  and  orders  served  on  the 
owner,  who  has  done  what  was  required,  and  put  the  premises  into  better  repair. 

Useful  Sanitary  dwellings  (having  gardens  adjacent,)  continue  to  be  built, 
and  soon  find  tenants. 

Notification  of  Infectious  diseases,  including  Measles,  has  been  in  force  since 
1890. 

New  Bye-Laws  with  respect  to  the  management  and  control  of  Sanitary 
Conveniences,  Common  Lodging-Houses,  Slaughter-Houses,  Telegraph  and  other 
Wires,  Whirligigs  Swings  &c.,  Hackney  Carriages  and  Nuisances,  have  recently 
come  into  force. 

I  have  inspected  the  district  at  various  times,  as  well  as  the  Slaughter-Houses, 
Bakeries,  and  Milk  Shops,  and  have  found  little  to  complain  of  as  regards  cleanli¬ 
ness,  although  the  desirability  of  a  Public  Slaughter-House  cannot  be  over 
estimated  for  reasons  I  have  given  in  a  previous  report. 

The  Common  Lodging-Houses  are  kept  extremely  clean,  and  are  frequently 
inspected. 

Ten  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  have  been  notified  during  the  year,  as  well  as 
eight  cases  of  Diphtheria,  three  of  Erysipelas,  two  of  Scarlatina,  and  one  of 
Measles. 

The  first  case  ot  Enteric  Fever  was  imported  from  Cardiff,  and  the  patient  (a 
woman)  made  a  good  recovery.  A  second  caSe  was  contracted  in  London,  and 
the  young  woman  not  knowing  the  nature  of  her  illness,  returned  home  in  an 
exhausted  condition  and  died  from  perforation  of  the  bowel.  The  other  cases 
made  their  appearance  in  various  cottages,  widely  separated,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  had  no  connection  one  with  another.  All  the  persons  affected  were  children, 
whose  milk  supply  was  derived  from  different  sources,  and  in  each  case  the  houses 
were  supplied  with  water  trom  the  Water  Company. 

On  each  cottage  premises  save  one,  Sanitary  defects  were  found  to  exist,  the 
privies  being  chiefly  at  fault ;  several  pans  of  the  old-fashioned  type  were  encrusted 
with  filth,  and  all  save  one  were  unprovided  with  proper  means  of  flushing.  The 
A'  ihority  took  immediate  steps,  with  the  result  that  all  the  closets  were  provided 
with  efficient  flushing  gear,  and  in  one  instance  additional  closets  were  built. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  instructed  to  examine  and  report  in  detail 
on  all  Privies  and  Closets  in  the  City  with  a  view  to  owners  providing  ample 
closet  accommodation,  and  proper  flushing. 

Although  the  water  supplied  by  the  Company  was  known  to  be  pure,  it  was 
decided  to  subject  it  to  analysis,  and  four  samples  taken  at  various  points  where 
illness  existed  were  tested,  with  the  result  previously  recorded.  No  case  has  been 
notified  since  October  12th, 


One  case  of  Diphtheria  in  a  child  delicate  from  birth,  had  a  fatal  termination, 
and  an  infant  four  weeks  old  succumbed  to  Diarrhoea. 


Deaths  from 
other  causes. 


Three  deaths  were  due  to  Cancer,  and  one  to  Phthisis.  Four  inquests  were 
held  during  the  year. 

One  hundred  and  forty-four  births  were  regbtered,  the  Birth  average  being  Birth  Kate. 
29-38  per  1,000  living. 


Ninety-two  deaths  were  recorded,  including  eight  of  persons  from  outside  the  Death  Kate- 
district.  The  Death  Rate  is  18-77  per  1,000  population,  or  17-14  after  deducting 
deaths  occurring  within  the  district  among  persons  not  belonging  thereto. 


Eighteen  Infants  died  under  one  year  of  age,  the  Infantile  Mortalky  beinir  infantile 

0  J  o  JO  Death  Kate 


125  per  1000  births. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  is  o-8i  per  1000  living. 

I  append  the  requisite  Statistical  Tables,  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
Report, 

And  remain,  gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  PURNELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Zymotic 
Death  Rate. 


INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES’ 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  FOR  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  3lsr,  1898. 

(Full  Particulars  were  given  to  the  Authority  in  regular  Monthly  Reports.) 


Premises  visited  and  inspected  on  complaint  or  information,  as  entered 
Inspector’s  Journal 

Letters  and  Written  Notices  served 

Written  Notices  served  to  thoroughly  Lime-wash  all  Slaughter-Houses  in 
accordance  with  the  Bye-Laws 

Weekly  visits  to  13  Slaughter-Houses  .  . 

Visits  of  Inspection  to  12  Bakehouses  .  . 

Notices  given  by  the  Authority  served  .  . 

Additional  Closet  accommodation  with  Llushing  Apparatus 
New  Closets  built 

New  Water  supply  from  Company’s  Mains 
Nuisances  removed — 

Accumulation  of  Ashes,  Manure,  be. 

Defective  or  Choked  Closets 
,,  „  Drains 


Overcrowding 

Pigs  kept  contrary  to  Bye-Laws 
Smoke  Nuisances,  Bad  Smells,  &c. 


358 

35 


52 

676 

48 

13 

2  2 
7 
5 

1 2 
2 1 
2  2 
7 
3 
12 


I  have  regularly  visited  all  the  Dairies,  Milk  Shops,  and  Public  Stable  Yards 
in  the  City,  and  found  them  clean  and  in  good  condition. 

Every  case  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  to  me  by  the  Medical  Officer 
I  at  once  visited  and  served  his  formal  printed  instructions  for  treatment 
of  patient,  and  for  the  taking  of  proper  precautionary  measures,  constantly 
visited  the  houses  during  illness,  supplied  disinfectants  where  required,  and  at  the 
proper  time  personally  attended  to  the  disinfecting  and  cleansing  of  the  infected 
places. 

Wm.  H.  JENKINS, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

January  6th,  1899. 
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